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Still Waters 
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100 plus temperatures, I wondered if she 
would still be as enthusiastic. But, at the 
end of the week, Kim climbed into the 
car and said, ‘I am going to be somebody. 
I want to ride at the Olympic level one 
day.” And now she is riding at that level.
It required a great deal of dedication at 
such a young age, as Sheree Bailey, a fam-
ily friend, attests. “I’ve known Kim since 
she was a little girl. As hard as it has been 
at times, she has kept focused on her goal. 
I always tell her she is my hero, because 
so many others would have given up years 
ago,” she says.

And while a strong work ethic and 
positive attitude have gotten Kim through 
many tough competitions and training 
sessions,  what she seems to treasure most 
are the things she learns along the way.

“Horse competition and training is 
tough .You won’t fi nd many people who 
aren’t working hard. I learn something 
from every trainer I work with,” says Kim.

During high school, Kim excelled both 
in the classroom and on the varsity bas-
ketball team. In the summers, when she 
did enjoy a trip to the beach, her friends 
weren’t surprised to fi nd her sitting under a 
cabana reading a book about the digestive 
system of a horse.

“Kim will succeed because she has in-
tegrity and a compassion for horses; she is 
honest and full of energy,” says her friend 
Shereen Fuqua. “But you cannot teach 
someone about getting the feel of a horse 
and riding at the Grand Prix level, which 
Kim has a natural talent for.”

But in 1999, Kim faced a major setback 
when her horse, Greystone, suffered from 
a bowed tendon. Kim began to think that 
three-day eventing might not be the path 
that God had planned for her. “If you look 
at the top Olympic competitors in horse 
jumping, it’s not a matter of if you fall, but 
when an injury will happen. Horses aren’t 
predictable. Just because we train them 
and try to domesticate them, they are still 
animals,” says Kim.

So the next year, when Kim started at 
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the University of Georgia, she focused on her academic pursuits 
and scaled down her competitive schedule. When Greystone re-
covered, he stayed with Kim at school and they participated in 
some lower level eventing. Shortly after graduating cum laude 
from college with a degree in business management, Kim traveled 
to Rahden, Germany to be a working student for Wolfram Wittig, 
who coached several world champions and Olympic athletes. Al-
though the six-day-a-week schedule was rigorous, the experience 
was priceless.

“My parents have always supported me in whatever I wanted 
to do. As long as I was progressing toward my goals, they helped 
me in whatever way they could,” says Kim. “I have met wonder-
fully generous people within the dressage community, but no-
body compares to my family. I couldn’t have gotten where I am 
today without them.”

Last summer, Kim achieved a longtime goal of competing in 
the United States Equestrian Foundation (USEF) National Bren-
tina Cup Dressage Championships--but not without a little help. 
“I was working in Florida and heard that the Brentina Cup had 
extended its age limit (which would make it my fi rst and last year 
to compete). I knew I couldn’t afford to buy a Grand Prix horse, 
but fi gured that if it was meant to be, someone might just have a 
horse for me to ride,” says Kim.

Fortunately, Kim had met Shereen and Jeff Fuqua last summer, 
the owners of Collecting Gait Farms and the Title Sponsor for 
the USEF Collecting Gaits Farm Dressage Championships. “We 
had decided to sell our grand prix horse, Duvallier, who we sent 
to train with Steffen Peters, a two-time US Olympian and World 
Cup Champion. In 2008, Kim had exercised some of our horses 
while were traveling. We invited her to go train for several days 
with Steffen on Duvi,” says Shereen Fuqua.

Unfortunately, Duvi was seriously injured when he fell on the 
plane’s landing from California. He arrived in Florida with inju-
ries that could have potentially ended his career. With the care 
of a top veterinarian and Kim’s around-the-clock attention, Duvi 
made a full recovery within a month. Kim and Duvi only had a 
few weeks to train, but managed to qualify for the championship 
just days before the fi nal cutoff date.

“Kim fell in love with Duvi—and knowing both their tal-
ents—I promised Kim that she would qualify,” says Shereen. The 
Fuquas worked out an agreement with Kim that allowed her to be 
the new owner of Duvi, helping her to own a Grand Prix horse, 
which she had dreamed about for years..

After competing in several qualifying competitions, they se-
cured a spot in the 2009 Brentina Cup held in June. Amazingly, 
Kim and Duvi earned the third highest score in the overall cham-
pionships.

This prestigious honor was quickly followed by another: a 
couple months later, they earned a United States Dressage Fed-
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Nestled just minutes from Peachtree City is a haven of 
refuge. Be seduced by the rustic ambiance of our casually 
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of its profits to Flying Change, a nonprofit 
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Visit www.Flying Change.org for more info.
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